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NOTES
1See Chapter 15 for a fuller treatment of "How I View the Soviet Union."
2 On. these comrades, see Chapter 5, Notes 2 and 3.
3E.V.K. Sampath is the son of the elder brother of Periyar E.V. Ramaswami
Naicker. He was shaped as a "leader" by the DMK which came into existence
after C.N. Annadurai led a revolt against the Periyar. Subsequently Sampath
left the DMK and organized the Tamil National Party. After a while he merged
that party with the Congress. At one time he was a close confidant of Kamaraj
and he followed the latter when the split took place in the Congress. Following
the debacle of the 1971 elections, Sampath took yet another jump and joined the
ruling Congress Party. At present he is vice-president of the Tamil Nadu Congress
committee. Despite his political opportunism, Sampath is a pleasant person to
move with. I regard him as a good man who has been "damaged" by political
life.
Kannadasan is a poet and also the best known composer of film songs in
Tamil Nadu. He too had in the past often changed his party affiliations and had
been active successively in the DMK, the Tamil National Party, the Congress
Party, and the ruling Congress. At present he is a staunch adherent of Kamaraj.
The numerous songs that he has written have brought pleasure to the film-going
public. His special contribution lies in the literary quality that he instils into those
songs. The friendly advice that I often tender him is that he should get away
from politics.